From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 

Subject: Re: "Dial Lights, fila. Glow, etc." 
Message-ID: <9512152057 .AAQ1784@taku> 


----- Begin Included Message ----- 


From: jml@spider.lloyd.com (Jim Lockwood) 
Subject: Re: "Dial Lights, fila. Glow, etc." 


One radio, a green box with a beige front has a long horizontal slot that 
emits a translucent yellowish glow. 


The other radio, a large grey box is radiating a multitude of colored 
lights. 


----- End Included Message ----- 


(I am still way backed up with BA mail after the work-crunch 
of recent months!) 


This reminds me of watching my dad (W1HH ex-W1MQV) when I was 
very small, perhaps five. He had a Johnson Invader 2000 paired with a 
Collins 75A-4. I was too young to really understand what anyone was 
saying on that quacking SSB mode. For all I know, he was working someone 
who didn't speak English well anyway! <grin> But I used to enjoy 
seeing the stop-lights change on the Invader. 


He did help me get my ticket, but it wasn't until ten years 
later, after I sprung some dough on a DX-100 at a local ham auction. 
(He was amazed.) I wound up reselling it without ever using it, 
because I was using his FT-301. 


No, I don't have an A-4 or a 2000. Of course, the going 
price for a 2000 Watt rig Johnson only made 600 or so of is now 
LESS than a more common Collins receiver. Who'd-a-thunk-it? 


I do have a 200, though, and like everydarnthing else 
in the shack, it needs work, too. (Any tips welcome here!) 
It's so hard to resist the orphans, especially when they remind 
you of when you were five years old. 


--Andy 
wallace@mc.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: dmedley@ix.netcom.com (David Medley) 

Subject: 1918 Bureau of Standards Book 

Message-ID: <199512151642 .ITAA18919@1ix7.ix.netcom.com> 


Just found an oldie book. Title "Circular of the Bureau of Standards 
No 74 
Radio Instruments and Measurements 
Issued March 23, 1918" 


For something that is 75 years old it is in pretty good shape but the front 
cover is loose and a little tattered. 
Anyone interested please respond by E-Mail to 

dmedley@ix.netcom.com 


Please do not respond via the mailing list. Thanks 
David Medley 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: bill@texan.frco.com (William Hawkins) 

Subject: Re: 1918 Bureau of Standards Book 

Message-ID: <9512151714 .AA21737@texan.frco.com> 


David, 


I'd be interested in that circular. How big is it, number of pages? 

Do they really cover all instruments and measurements known at the time? 
If it doesn't have mildew, I'd offer $30 or more for it. Note - I just 
find old books interesting, I'm not a professional collector who knows 
what things are worth. 


Bill Hawkins bill@bvc.frco.com 612 895-2085 Minneapolis, MN USA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: bill@texan.frco.com (William Hawkins) 

Subject: Re: 1918 Bureau of Standards Book 

Message-ID: <9512151742 .AA21783@texan.frco.com> 


Now that's really annoying! I've intentionally posted several things 


to BA, and not seen them show up. Then I send private mail to David 
Medley, even saving it in a separate file and editing out the "From 
boatanchors" line, and there it is in BA. Some days it doesn't pay 
to get out of bed. 


Bill Hawkins 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: TEKOCH@aol.com 

Subject: Ameco TX-62 and VFO-621 Manuals 

Message-ID: <951215172814_ 55334844@mail06.mail.aol.com> 


I have two disfunctional Ameco TX-62 transmitters with associated vfo's. 
Does anyone have a manual or schematic for this equipment. I would sell or 
trade one of the rigs if someone was was interested in this type of 
equipment. 


Tom Koch W4U0C 
8170 Habersham Waters Road 
Dunwoody, GA 30350 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: n6énae@ix.netcom.com (Richard Humphrey ) 

Subject: RE: an/prm10 grid dipper 

Message-ID: <199512150602 .WAAQ8304@1ix9.ix.netcom.com> 


I picked up a PRM-10 dipper at Foothill. New in the military package, 
even. Now that's a military strength grid dip meter! 


Has anyone tried calibrating this unit? Mine is way off the mark in 
calibration. Some bands are 2 megs or more off. I don't recall seeing 
anything in the manual about tweaking it. Anybody???? 


Someone mentioned the Heath tunnel-dipper. I had one, long ago. What 
junk. Not one of Heaths' more memorable products. When the battery 
leaked and destroyed it, my first thought was ‘oh good, now I can toss 


it in the trash with a clear concience'. I don't think I ever took 
Heath seriously after that. 

Richard 

nénae 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: BHall88620@aol.com 

Subject: RE: an/prm10 grid dipper 

Message-ID: <951215131334_73651603@emout06.mail.aol.com> 


>I picked up a PRM-10 dipper at Foothill. New in the military package, 
>even. Now that's a military strength grid dip meter! 

> 

>Has anyone tried calibrating this unit? Mine is way off the mark in 
>calibration. Some bands are 2 megs or more off. I don't recall seeing 
>anything in the manual about tweaking it. Anybody???? 


Sounds like a nice find! I don't know if this will help you any, but I 
thought I'd pass along the Heath procedure for calibrating the Heathkit GD-1B 
grid dip meter. The GD-1B has a two section variable capacitor, to which the 
calibrated dial is attached. To adjust, you loosen the set screw on the dial 
and move it until it is correct. I don't know how the AN/PRM-10 works, so 
this might not help you much. 


>From the manual: 


"The Drig Dip Meter is provided with a ready-calibrated dial. This dial will 
be sufficiently accurate for most applications. If no means of checking 
frequency is availble, the dial may be set so that the calibration end 
markings coincide with the line (on the window) when the tuning condenser is 
completely meshed." 


"A more accurate adjustment of the ready-calibrated dial is possible if a 
short wave receiver or high frequency signal generator is availible." 


"USING A RECEIVER: If the frequency setting on the receiver are know to be 
accurate, it is only necessary to tune in the Grid DIp Meter (set to OCS. 
position) on the receiver and set the GD-1B dial to the same frequency 
reading as the receiver dial." 


It then goes on to say that if the receiver doesn't have an accurate 
frequency readout, set the receiver to a convenient station (like WWV) and 
calibrate the GDO to that frequency. 


That is how I calibrated mine, and the calibration is pretty good, 
considering that this isn't meant to be a precision instrument. I verified 
this with my xGASP!* digital shortwave receiver. 


73, 
Ben 


BHall188620@aol.com (spelling-impared engineer) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: n5off@w5ddl.aara.org 
Subject: Anyone hear of Servo Industries? 


Message-ID: <250979@w5ddl.aara.org> 


Has anyone out there ever heard of a radio maker called 
Servo industries? 


They may have made mil gear. 


73 de tom 

Reply to: 

packet n5off@k5arh.la.usa 

Email (home) n5off%w5ddl.aara.org@usl.edu 
Email (work) tfma@chevron.com 


Lafayette, LA 
office 318-989-3430 
home 318-984-2561 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: KC5IJD@aol.com 

Subject: ARR-41 filter wanted 

Message-ID: <951215124347_55100990@mail02.mail.aol.com> 


I need the 9.4 Ke filter for the ARR-41 receiver. 
Anyone out there have one they would part with??? 
73 

Joseph W Pinner 

Lafayette, LA 


KC5IID 
EMail: kc5ijd@aol.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 

From: KB9VU@aol.com 

Subject: Re: AW is /AA 

Message-ID: <951215024828_90830718@emout05.mail.aol.com> 

Congratulations Andy! Glad you made it! Now can you get on the Drake Net? 


Mike, KB9VU 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 


From: Lrware@aol.com 
Subject: BA for sale list has been updated again. 
Message-ID: <951215165115_73772790@mail04.mail.aol.com> 


BA for sale archive updated as of 13DEC1995. 
It's a lot smaller but current again. 

-Larry Ware 

lrware@aol.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: "Gary H. Harmon, Jr." <gharmon@legend.txdirect.net> 
Subject: BA GDiper 

Message-ID: <9512151310.AA26418@legend> 


OK, I guess I'll brag about my grid dipper too which is a nice addition to a 
BA shack! It's a Megacycle Meter, model 59, manufactured by Measurements 
Corporation, Boonton, NJ. Manual has a copyright of 1947 & 1952. Covers 
2.2 Mhz thru 400 Mhz with 7 plug in coils. The coils plug into a round 
oscillator unit which plugs into the power supply w/meter. The power supply 
looks like a big meter with a handle on it (HI). I picked this thing up in 
an estate sale a year or so ago and it also had an extra oscillator unit. I 
haven't used it yet, but it look mighty fine. I guess I better see if it 
works. I also have a Heathkit GDiper and some sort of military GDiper ina 
heavy case. I really enjoy the numerous discussions that are ongoing. All 
are interesting, even if I don't understanf them (HI). Happy Holidays 
all!!! GARY 


Gary H. Harmon, Jr., K5JWK gharmon@txdirect.net 
6302 Robin Forest K5IWK@K3WGF .STX.USA.NOAM 
San Antonio, TX 78239 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: Scott_Johnson-AZAX60@email.sps.mot.com 

Subject: RE>BA GDiper 

Message-ID: <"Macintosh */PRMD=MOT/ADMD=MOT/C=US/"@MHS> 


RE>BA GDiper 12/15/95 
Here's my appraisal of GDOs (the ones I own) in order of preference: 
PRM-10 
Measurements, Inc. 
Millen hollow state 
Heath hollow state 
Eico 


aBWNHRPR 


6. Heath FET dipper 
7. Millen FET dipper 
8. Heath tunnel dipper 


My criteria was amount of dip, spurious responses, general quality, and how 
cool they looked. 
73, Scott 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: "Greg Anders" <anders@autopsy.corp.sgi.com> 
Subject: BA spots in Houston 

Message-ID: <9512151330.ZM9362@autopsy.corp.sgi.com> 


Seeing several other postings provided an impetus for me to ask... 


Anyone know of interesting BA type places in the Houston, Tx area? 
I‘1l be visiting relatives and will probably welcome a diversion from playing 
with my neice and nephew at some point.... 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: "Nickels, Bob" <RNickels@P16.IL50.micro.honeywell.com> 
Subject: BA's in the Movies 

Message-ID: <30D0C253@mail_gw.micro.honeywell.com> 


>I'm thinking of collecting all these occurrences... 


While not a movie, I always loved the old "Sky King" TV show, with it's 
cornball acting and BA air-to-ground communications. Always Gooney Boxes and 
sometimes and SX-42, if I recall. Then there was the "shortwave" episode of 
"Father Knows Best", which featured the Zenith Transoceanic, and the old 
Andy Giffith show, where they had evidently modified the Eico 723 to work 
‘phone...and didn't Kojak manage to do two-way communications over a scanner? 


Bob - KEOT 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: af852@rgfn.epcc.Edu (William R Colbert) 

Subject: Re: BOATANCHORS digest 373 

Message-ID: <9512151715.AA26521@rgfn.epcc.Edu> 


Is there an archive I can go to to pick up the missing BA digests? 
For some reason I am missing 372 for today and 370 for yesterday. 
Ray, W5XE af852@rgfn.epcc.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 

From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin.aurora.edu> 

Subject: Re: Drake 2 series 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.91.951214164449 .18991B-100000@admin. aurora. edu> 


On Thu, 14 Dec 1995, Bob Cutter wrote: 

> What are the approximate dates of the Drake 2 series receivers? 

My buddy had one when we were in high school which was about 1957. 
Not sure what the first/last years were for production. It certainly 
is not a thing of beauty but functionally complete & simple. Great 


performance for a receiver not having mechanical or xtal filters. 
73 de Bob, K9EUI 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 

Subject: Re: Drake 2 series 

Message-ID: <9512151300.AA01492@taku> 


----- Begin Included Message ----- 


From: bcutter@teal.csn.net (Bob Cutter) 
Subject: Drake 2 series 


What are the approximate dates of the Drake 2 series receivers? 


----- End Included Message ----- 


Hi, Bob! 


I think the 2-A was 1959, the 2-B was 1960, and the 2-C was 
1965 or so. (The first rx, the 1-A, was 1958.) 


Of the three, the 2-B is the best receiver (IMHO!) as it has 
passband tuning, three filters (3.6/2.1/0.5 I think), five 
auxiliary crystal positions, and can cover the whole 10m band. 
The 2-C (which I am using with the 2-NT transmitter) is more 
suited for transceiving as it has a sidetone input. (The 2-NT 
has an antenna and muting relay, and is great for break-in CW.) 


For ham listening, the 2-B/2-BQ combination is super...I find the 
filters just perfect. The 3.6 is a little narrow for SWLing. I'd 

like to hear from someone who might try swamping that LC circuit 

with a resistor to widen it. 


If you get any of these be sure to get the matching 2-xQ (A, B, or 
C, where the "x" is) speaker/Q-multiplier as that adds a lot 
for digging out the signals. 


See? You brought me out of the woodwork! 


73, 
--Andy 
wallace@mc.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: "Colin Schmutter" <cschmutter@bcit.bc.ca> 
Subject: Drake T-4XC alignment 

Message-ID: <199512142238.0AA11659@mozart.bcit.bc.ca> 


I have just gone through the alignment proceedure for a Drake T-4XC 
transmitter and a couple of uncertainties arose out of the experience. 


For a fixed gain setting the output is slightly higher on LSB than 
USB. 


Would anyone know what to tweak to make the output equal on LSB 
and USB? 


Also what signal level on the mic input should produce maximum 
RF output? 


I have found that using a 600 ohm dynamic mic or an electret mic the 
gain needs to cranked up to almost maximum. 


Would anyone have any alignment tips that may not be in the owner's 
manual? 


Colin 


VE7CQH 

Colin Schmutter 

Networks and Communications 

British Columbia Institute Technology 
CSCHMUTTER@BCIT.BC.CA 


(604) 432-8858 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: Bill Sorsby <bill.sorsby@dlep1.itg.ti.com> 
Subject: E-Mail Reliability 

Message-ID: <199512151729.LAA29185@dlep1.itg.ti.com> 


Greetings, 


Perhaps someone here could take a few minutes to explain how the e-mail 

system works. (Short version please.) I too have noticed some mail lost 
occasionally. It's particularly obvious when I post to BoatAnchors and 

start reading replies but never receive my original post back. 


Is there something about BoatAnchors that makes it more prone to occasional 
losses or is it just more obvious because of the large volume and sequential 
traffic here? 


Are the current losses explainable by increased e-mail holiday traffic? 


Regards, 
Bill Sorsby, N5BU 


KK KK KKK KKK KAI KKK KKK III KIKI IK IK 
bill.sorsby@dlep1.itg.ti.com 

Views expressed herein are my own. 
KK KI KKK IK IIIA KKK KIKI IKI KIKI RIK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 

From: Peter Gerba <pgerba@crl.com> 

Subject: FS more stuff 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.951214184535 .20355A-100000@cr13.cr1l.com> 


I'm still moving stuff around ...I found 4 pair of Viet Nam era 
headphones. I think these were mated with PRC-47 rigs. Two or three are 
new $25 one or two are used $20. I also ran across one J-45 stright key 
with leg mount...the key is in good condition, the mount is in fair shape 
$25. 


plus shipping. 


School is out here on Friday and I'll have more time to clean in the next 
week. 


pete 
pgerba@crl.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 

From: "Ray L. Mote" <rmote@rain.org> 

Subject: Henry Engstrom's latest FS list 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.951215084412 .17876B-100000@coyote.rain.org> 


Just received Henry Engstrom's (KD6KWH) latest list of ham and WwW2 Mil 
gear and manuals which runs nine pages. Anyone wanting a copy can call 
him at (707) 544-5179 and leave a message on his voice mail. 


I talked with him last night, and found that he's looking for another 
BC-474 and an operator's manual (he has the maintenance manual) for his 
collection. Seems he also has the Scott SLR-H available for trade, but 
didn't put it on his list. He said he also has a bunch of command set 
stuff that didn't make the list in time to mail out. 


Good luck, and good hunting! 73..... Ray, W6RIC 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: Bill Meara <74537.1100@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Hollywood Heathkit 

Message-ID: <951215105724_ 74537 .1100_EHH53-1@CompuServe. COM> 


BA Movie Fans: 

Does anyone remember a '60s or 70's era movie about a big robbery of a New York 
City apartment house? Lots of bad guys with masks and gloves planning the 
perfect crime. Teenage ham hero with a Heathkit transceiver (I think it was an 


HW-101!) goes on the air and foils their sinister plan. 73! 


Bill N2CQR/HI8 


74537 .1100@compuserve.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 

From: kizat@bah.com 

Subject: Re: Hollywood Heathkit 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.951215095239 .27970B-100000@boo0z.bah. com> 


Bill 


On Fri, 15 Dec 1995, Bill Meara wrote: 

> Does anyone remember a ‘60s or 70'S era movie about a big robbery of a 

> New York City apartment house? Lots of bad guys with masks and gloves 

> planning the perfect crime. Teenage ham hero with a Heathkit transceiver 


Yea, I remember that one. Teenager was in a wheelchair for some reason, 
at least couldn't use his legs. They took him out of the wheelchair but 
he mananged to crawl to the shack and contact with someone in the midwest. 
Darn if I remember the title though. 


If I remember right that was suppose to be based on a true story. 


jd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: Hollywood Heathkit 

Message-ID: <9512151600.AA22241@bock.ih.att.com> 


I think that was "The Anderson Tapes" or some "Tapes." 

The boy had some physical condition where his room was sealed off and fed 
filtered air, and all kinds of stuff. The robber lock him in there after 
he pleads "what can a little cripple like me do?" or the like. 

And then pulls this bed tray over his bed with the ham rig. 


A later scene shows the NYPD getting a "screwy phone call from some ham op 
in Arizona" or wherever... 


BTW I keep my 2m HT under the bed. Safe than a Smith & Wesson :-) 
73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: tony@bright.net 

Subject: Introduction and I Need a Knob 

Message-ID: <199512151739.MAA13507@brutus. bright .net> 


Greetings, Fellow Collectors of Heavy Metal! 
My name is Tony, and I collect heavy tube gear. (Hello, Tony) 


Now that the confession is out of the way, I want to thank my fellow 
BA list members for the entertainment, advice, and recommendations 
I've read over the last two months. I'm glad to know that others 
share my illness. :-) 


I started collecting old radios around age 11, by going to farm 
auctions with my folks. Since I had little money, the lower-priced 
items always caught my interest, and I bought several 25 cent 
radios. I've been hooked since. 


Now, my collection is mostly Boatanchor material. I especially enjoy 
the HQ-180AC, SX-28A, SX-17, and a "sorta" BA, the Drake SPR-4. 

I'm only slightly ashamed to admit that I'm the guy that bought the 
$75.00 HRO post on rec.radio.swap. I'll post a report when it 
arrives. 


Now for the I Need a Knob part...My otherwise excellent SX-122 is 
missing the BFO knob. I would appreciate hearing from anyone on the 
list who may have a spare. I believe knobs from the SX-117 are the 
same. 


Again, thanks to all for the great information, and to the listowner 
for the concept and execution. 


73 de N8SNC, Tony 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: stever@cybercomm.net (Stephan Rashkin) 

Subject: Johnson VF-122 

Message-ID: <199512150546.AAAQ0749@raven.cybercomm.net> 


If anyone has a Johnson VF-122 VFO that is in nice 
condition with original Knobs please let me know if 

you are willing to part with it..I'd like to use it with my 
Viking Adventurer.. 


Thanks 
Steve, WA2NHZ 
stever@raven.cybercom.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 

From: "Barry L. Ornitz" <u856010@eastman.com> 

Subject: Knight GDO 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.91.951215120657 .4146A-100000@dua150.kpt.emn.com> 


Knight Kit (Allied Radio) must have made more than one grid dip 
oscillator because the one I built years ago, and still use, does not use 
RCA plugs for the coils. The coils on mine are wound on phenolic tubes. 
Two terminals with pins are attached on one end such that the coil plugs 
into a FT-243 socket. I think the tube is a 6AF4 or other similar UHF 
tube. I dropped the thing about 25 years ago and smashed the original 
meter which like yours was highly underdamped - but sensitive. I 
replaced it with a surplus military 0-1 mA meter and it has worked fine 
ever since. I even still have the VHF loop! Oh, I also replaced the 
selenium unit with a silicon diode. I HATE that smell of burned selenium 
(it is toxic too). I think selenium was discovered by a chemist whose 
housekeeper kept smelling garlic on his breath - but he had not eaten any 
garlic. 


73, Barry WA4VZQ ornitz@eastman.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: azoth@netcom.com (AzOth) 

Subject: Knobs+Switches+Dials+Lights 

Message-ID: <199512152032.PAA25921@netcom6.netcom. com> 


Hiyall, 
Ah, the joys of boatanchoring: knobs & switches & dials & lights! 


My scrounging turned up a good replacement for the smashed 5P5T function 
switch of my old Globe Chief Deluxe, cheap and with ceramic wafers, from 

Fair Radio. A little reconfiguration with my Dremel to remove the insulated 
shaft extension and I think it'll work fine. I'm still looking for a matching 
knob; all the knobs on the Chief are the same: look like bakelite, probably 
plastic, brown with a skirt marked with a single pointer index. The knob 
proper is 5/8", and the skirt 1" in diameter. I'll bet somebody's got one 

of these in their junquebox, what say? 


Besides playing around with the various plastic polishes that AES sells, 

I got their Plas-T-Pair dingus. This is a neat do-it-yourself-plastic kit, 
with a non-descript white powder, a bottle of clear liquid and an eye 
dropper. Mix up and presto! plastic goo, suitable for filling and 

casting and stuff. Now, I've forgotten about as much chemistry as I 

ever knew, but, given that most of the knobs and things I'd care to 
repair are uniformly black in color, I'm just wondering: what would 

be a good safe, stable coloring agent to add to the goo to make it 


more..er..black? Some sort of paint? 


While we're on the subject of switches and knobs and stuff, I've got 

a coupla busted ones that I'd like to fix or replace. These are the 
kind of 'decorator' toggles that Icom used on some of their early 
stuff, like the 701 and 211, with cylindrical aluminum wrappers 

on the black plastic handles, such that the end of the toggle looked 
like a black dot, about 3/16" diameter and 3/4" or so long, SP ox DPST. 
Besides being classy, they've got a nice solid feel, too, so I'd like 
to find a couple, if anybody knows what I'm talking about. 


I've heard rumours for a while now of some brave folks modifying their 
Drakes to use 6146's instead of 6JB6's, but I've never come across 
anything in print. Has anyone here ever done this, or known someone 
that did, or read about it anywhere? 


Merry Christmas es 73 
de KF4FJH - RF Buchanan 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 

From: Al Klase <alklase@village.ios.com> 

Subject: Re: Looking for ETE 

Message-ID: <Pine.BSD.3.91.951215071840 .19416A-100000@village.ios.com> 


Electron Tube Enterprises 
Box 8311 
Essex, VT 05451 


Phone: 802-879-0611 
Fax: 802-879-7764 


73, Al - N3FRQ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: "Melucas, Marc, Capt, CUV" <MELUCASM@det9.vafb.af.mil> 
Subject: Marc's Address Change 

Message-ID: <30D20103@mailhub> 


Gang- 


Please excuse the bandwidth. I have a new email address 
effective immediately, so any of you who need to reach me take head. 
My old address was: melucas@wsmc-mis.af.mil, and my new address 
is now: melucasm@det9.vafb.af.mil 


So update my address in your files. Mark and Dennis, you 
already have this. Hope this gets to all in time. I just told Jack so as 
not to loose my BA subscription. 


Marc Melucas, KBOJPQ 
melucasm@det9.vafb.af.mil 
Lompoc, CA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Misc FS 

Message-ID: <951215202454_71333.144_DHB54-1@CompuServe.COM> 


For Sale 


CONTACT: Don Merz, N3RHT: 47 Hazel Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15228. 
412-234-8819 (weekdays, EST or leave a message anytime). 
71333 ..144@compuserve.com 


Westinghouse Type MR VHF transmitter. No covers. Dirty. Otherwise complete 
and unmodified. Untested and undoubtedly unworking. A parts unit? $19 
Military TS-143/UP oscilloscope? Spectrum display? Tunable frequency 
and specturm width and centering controls. If anyone knows exactly 
what this is I'd appreciate hearing from you. This one is dirty and the 
frequency dial is frozen. But is is brand new inside. The paint is okay 
but has some chips and age or weathering. Untested. $49 
RCA SK-46 Velocity microphone. Excellent frequency response in a small 
ribbon mic design. "TV gray and satin chrome finish is...a distinct 
advantage when the mic is to be concealed or masked on a TV program 
set" says the instruction sheet. 200 ohms or 15K ohms. With color- 
matched EV PTT desk stand. Excellent condition. $105 
Jensen Z-3091 "Full Range Sound Equipment Transformer." Converts 500 ohms 
to 16 ohms. Decent size. With schematic on bottom. Beautiful black wrinkle 
and red-lettered Jensen tag--appears to be brand new. $26 


TRADE ITEMS (Not For Sale) 


NATIONAL SW-3 coil set. Original and excellent. Trade for SW-3 coil 
set that I don't already have, SW-3 doghouse power supply or NC-100/ 
101 speaker. 
NATIONAL MANUALS FOR TRADE. Prefer to trade for original manuals from my 
WANTED list above. Other trades considered. 
National NC-183D original manual. Excellent condition. 
National NC-173 original manual. Excellent condition. 
NATIONAL R-115 speaker (small, 3-bars, red diamond, black powdercoat, 
metal tag in upper right front) for matching speaker for my NC-101X (large, 


wooden box inside metal box, electro-dynamic, 4-pin plug, no bars or 
red diamond). 

Antique Radio Classified magazine: I have over 60 issues dating back to 
Volume 2 to the present. I will trade these 2-for-1 for any of the AWA 
Old Timer's Bulletins before volume 17 or ?°?? 

RCA Radio Service News. I have about 10 issues starting with Volume 1 
number 1 (1934) and going through Volume 3 (1937). This is a newspaper 
format trade paper that runs about 12 pages per issue. Pictures of 
sexy vamps from radioland are usually featured on the front page and 
referred to as performing on one or other RCA-sponsored radio show. 
Nice amateur station photos (featuring the RCA ACR-136, etc), neat 
promotions for "spiderweb" antennas. Great tube intoductions (the 
800 is featured in one issue). These are really fun reading. Trade 
or make an offer. 

Antique Wireless Association Annual Review Volume 1. Mint. Out of 
print. Trade for AWA Review Volumes 2 or 5 or ???? 

SCR-274N FT-220A 3-receiver rack (black) made by Western Electric. All 
original. Missing 2 fuse holder covers. No shockmount. Some scrapes and 
scuffs but basically very good condition. Trade for 3-receiver rack 
shockmount or ??? 

#19 Mark II spare Valve chest with all tubes except 1. Good 
condition. 

Western Electric transmitter BC-AR-429 with C-376 coil. Good 
condition. 

BC-375 transmitter original manual 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: "Integration Area" <integrat@usr.com> 

Subject: Navy electroarchaeology 

Message-ID: <9511158190 .AA819046870@robogate.usr.com> 


I have been kicking this around for far too long now, so... 


As some of you may know, I am interested in Navy electronics from the 
first half of this century - radio, radar, sonar, anything. 
Unfortunately, most of the contracting records about the equipment have 
long since vanished, even from our National Archives. These records need 
to be reconstructed and archived properly. Most of the information is 
out there, in the form of manuals, directories, boatanchors, 
advertisements, and stories from those who used the equipment, but it 
too is vanishing quickly. 


I propose to start a database to contain all of the bits of the Navy 


contract puzzle. You may have some questions, so let me answer some... 


Why 


do this project? 


Every so often a question arises concerning Navy equipment. 
Someone may want to know when a specific piece of equipment went 
into service. Someone else may want to know how many variations 
exist for some other piece. Another person may want to know how 
many of another piece were procured. As of now, this answers are 
spread over the collecting community, locked away in basements, 
in dusty manuals, or misplaced. By any definition, the answers 
are a scrambled mess. The way to unscramble the mess is a long 
term project to consolidate the knowledge. 


What specifically could be gained from the database? 


How 


How 


A bunch. The quantities of equipment procured could be estimated 
from serial numbers seen. The dates of contracts could be 
extrapolated from those with known dates. A calendar of 
equipment acceptance and placement into service could be made. 
The contractors, subcontractors, and manufacturers would become 
apparent. And, as a byproduct, a Navy type and model directory 
could be constructed and used as a check against existing 
directories. These are the gains that leap to mind. No doubt 
more could be found. 


will the database work? 


The database will be open to anyone who wishes to use it. I will 
be the administrator, handling all entries and I will crunch the 
raw data into useful results. I will also distribute copies of 
the raw data for those who wish to crunch data with me, as well 
as the continuing results of my work to any interested people. 
Copies of the results will also be uploaded to the Boatanchors 
list every few weeks. 


can you help? 


What I need is data. The best place to find it is on Navy 
equipment, ox the technical manuals and directories with them. 
Anything electronic is fair game - radio, radar, sonar, test 
equipment, IFF, and so on. Look for contracts with the prefixes 
NOs, NOa(s), NXs, NXsa, NXss, NXsr, N383, N5sr, NOrd, NObsr, and 
so on. I would be grateful to anyone who submits something. Bits 
of most interest are type and model numbers, contract numbers 
and dates, serial numbers, contracting bureaus, contractors and 
manufacturers, and acceptance and in-service dates. Even minor 
clues like tag color, military modifications, and nameplate 


material are welcome. Submit as little or as much as you want - 
every little bit helps solve the puzzle. No piece of equipment 
is too odd nor too common. I do ask that you make your notes 
carefully (please _include_ military typos - copying a tag or 
manual _exactly_ as it appears is best), as accuracy is a big 
concern. The military is famous for typos in directories, and 
sometimes the mistakes can become facts. I like to document my 
sources of information, but if you wish to remain anonymous, 
your name will not be associated with ANY data. 


What about Signal Corps and Air Force equipment? 


If you send me information about gear used in these branches of 
the military, I will archive it, but I doubt I will use it. I do 
not think I could support two additional databases. Perhaps in 
the future I will start them, but I think the Navy database will 
be quite a burden. 


So, next time you use your AN/ARC-5 ox TCS, or see some interesting bit of 
Navy radar or sonar equipment at the hamfest, please take a minute to make 
a few quick notes off the name tag, then write me a quick note. Remember, 
the more bits of data collected, the better. 


Thank you for your support. 


William Donzelli 

304 South Chester 
Park Ridge, IL 60068 
(708) 825-2630 
integrat@usr.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: jmiller@teleteam.com (Jay H. Miller) 

Subject: Need A Pot 

Message-ID: <v01510100ac£60f679158@[205 .198.110.19]> 


Anybody have a spare 25K, 4-watt linear taper wirewound pot lying around? 


Need to replace the drive control on a Johnson Viking II. One in the rig 
has a burned spot halfway in. 


Appreciate it muchly. 


KKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKSK 
Jay Miller, KK5IM 


jmiller@teleteam.com 
KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu> 

Subject: new newsgroup 

Message-ID: <199512152002.PAA24184@altair.cs.unc.edu> 


This just popped up on my screen - but somehow I don't think it has 
much to do with 6146s and 813s: alt.boats-anchoring-rights 

Happy Holidays and :-) 

Nick KD4CPL 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 

From: David Stinson <72227.1640@compuserve.com> 

Subject: No Flames Required 

Message-ID: <951215031534_72227 .1640_EHM119-1@CompuServe. COM> 


Burt Fisher, K10IK said: 
>"Sorry for starting something I could not finish. 
> I DESERVE the flames I will get." 


No flames are required, Burt. Just some understanding on the part of 
all of us. It is very easy to forget that no one on this list is a 
commercial business. We can't be expected to know the ins and outs 

of merchandizing equipment. Most of us just want to help get stuff out 
to people who appreciate it while making some room in our shack. 

Then, we get blind-sided by the realities of handling multiple requests, 
multiple mailings and who-the-heck-do-I-owe-this-thingee-too?? 


We all need to remember this and give each a little lee-way. 

I've seen one person here (who's name I won't mention) be unjustly 
slandered in writing because he was slow to ship something. Fact is 
he got in over his head while trying to make important BA equipment 
available and it took some time for him to get a handle on the stuff. 
No amount of "gee, I was wrong" will fix an unjust accusation. 


So no apoligy is needed, Burt. You don't "owe" anyone a shot at 
any equipment, and you're not the first to find out that the job is 
bigger then it seems at first. 


73 DE Dave Stinson AB5S/7 
Lost Wages, Nevada 


72227 .1640@compuserve.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: pbock@melpar.esys.com (Paul H. Bock) 

Subject: Re: No Flames Required 

Message-ID: <9512151547 .AA23708@syseng1.se.melpar.esys.com> 


Nice job, Dave, and I agree 100%. Along this same thread, 
Chase Hearn (forget his callsign) down in Williamsburg, VA, has 
*xLOTS*x of nice BA stuff he wants to sell, but when I offered to 
post some of it for him on this forum he said xMAYBEx he'd 
consider posting 2 or 3 items at a time, and that infrequently, 
but no more. Seems he ran an ad in the Yellow Sheets or 
something similar and xlisted* a large number of items, and was 
so deluged with calls and requests for info, followed by checks 
in the mail, followed by angry 'phone calls because he hadn't 
gotten stuff shipped "the day the check arrived" (in a couple of 
cases I believe he may have actually gotten *THREATENING* "phone 
calls), that he vowed *xNEVER* to list stuff again but just to 
advertise that he had lots of stuff and state "SASE for list." 


Seems that some folks tend to forget that a ham selling off 
a bunch of excess equipment is xNOT* Amateur Electronic Supply 
with a staff to pull, pack, and ship the stuff. Patience is 
called for - and it may even end up being rewarded some time in 
the future. For example, if you are looking for something 
special which the seller doesn't have, but he runs across it 
later, you may get a "first refusal" opportunity if the seller 
remembers you as patient, cooperative, friendly, etc. 


Virtue does, indeed, have its rewards..... 


73, 
Paul, K4MSG 
* Paul H. Bock, Jr. pbock@melpar.esys.com 
x * Principal Systems Engineer (703) 560-5000 x2062 
* x * * E-Systems, FC Division Falls Church, VA 
kk G xx 
x * * * We meet upon the level, and we part upon the square 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org> 

Subject: NYC/LI BAs? 

Message-ID: <199512152028 .MAA11240@igc3.igc.apc.org> 


Here's another request for BA places. I'll be visiting with the 
family over Christmas on Long Island, NY. Are there any must-see BA 
spots I should know about? 


Dick Dillman 
WPE2VT N6VS_ ex-WA2BJK 
<ddillman@igc.apc.org> 
Collector of Heavy Metal: 
Harleys, Willys and Radios Over 100lbs. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu 

Subject: Other Dippers of Note 

Message-ID: <FCEN0804.FCEN0815@mail.admin.wisc.edu> 


to: boatanchors@theporch.com 
Greetings. 


I suppose I'd better put on Nomex undies and an asbestos suit for this one, 
‘cause I'm sure to insult SOMEBODY'S favorite grid dipper, but here goes any- 
way. 


Obviously, Millen and Measurements Corp. aren't the only grid dippers out 
there. There's always a few others that show up regularly at hamfests, and it 
seems like I've tried most of 'em. As I said in the previous message, some are 
good, and some aren't so good. For what it's worth, here's my experiences with 
some of the rest of the thundering herd. 


HEATHKIT GD-1 


A good little unit; I still have one tucked away in my desk drawer for a 
rainy day. Shows some rather wild meter swings across the tuning range, but 
it gives a good, sharp dip on tuned circuits with reasonable Q factors. The 
dip gets very critical and difficult to repeat when it is coupled too tight- 
ly to a tuned circuit; seems to be more sensitive than other GDOs in this 
regard. Back off some, and it will read OK. Around here, expect to pay $10 
to $20 for one in good shape. 


The VHF coil/hairpin loop is VERY easy to lose! The other coils are a bit 
flimsy around the pins (common on most economy units), and are easily broken 
off. Watch out for the main tuning dial on prospective purchases! The dial is 
all plastic, and held with a setscrew, and if that screw is overtightened the 
hub splits. I would reject ANY HD-1 with a dial that is loose on the shaft at 
the end of capacitor rotation. 


KNIGHT KIT (MODEL NUMBER UNKNOWN) 


I think Knight only made one GDO, so the model number isn't too important. 
A rather unusual method of coil construction; each one has an RCA plug on the 
end! Meter is a cheap iron vane job (like the T-50 transmitter), and not well 
damped. That isn't a problem tho; this skittish meter makes the Knight kit 
GDO the most sensitive I've ever used! This is a cheap, flimsy, somewhat 
fragile little unit that works so WELL; I'm amazed it works at ALL! Around here 
you're looking at $12 - $15 for a decent one. Not seen frequently. 


HEATHKIT "TUNNEL DIPPER" 


This beast gets a Royal Raspberry from me every time I see one! I never 
owned one (Thank Gawd!), but I suffered with one at work when I was CE of 
WHHI-FM. Some chief bought one before I came along. THIS was the one piece 
of gear I was NEVER tempted to borrow to use at home; in fact, if I needed a 
GDO at work I usually brought my own rather than suffer with this turkey. 


All I can say is that tunnel diodes may, IN THEORY, work as a dip osc- 
illator, but in the real world THEY STINK!!! Dips, when you got them at all, 
were shallow and quick; they are nonexistant in a high RF environment, like 
inside of the busted 20 KW main transmitter while the 2.5 KW standby rig is 
covering your butt. VERY poor VHF sensitivity, lousy calibration. 


SHUN THIS THING! IT'S A RIPOFF AT ANY PRICE! 


If you need any more reasons, just check out how "easy" it is to find a 
replacement tunnel diode these days! 


EICO (MODEL NUMBER UNKNOWN; 736???) 


Once again, I think they only made one, so the number's unimportant. Best 
looking of any GDO I've seen; excellent layout and styling. Unfortunately, the 
Eico and I just didn't get along. 


Tuning is a thumbwheel gear, like a Command transmitter loading coil. I 
found it difficult to control it and maintain a constant distance between 
the GDO coil and the circuit under test at the same time. This problem was 
compounded by the stiffness of the tuning. I could never do a one hand meas- 
urement with this one; it HAD to be resting on a solid surface. 


Mine had a LOT of false dips, and the REAL dip wasn't very pronounced. 
Maybe I had a bad one; I dunno. 


It seemed to be well constructed; I know, because I frequently went inside 
to try tweeking component values to make it play better. I was never success- 
ful. Calibration was pretty good, but mechanical stability seemed lacking. 

On this one, Caveat Emptor. Locally, I see ‘em for $20 - $25. 


BARKER & WILLIAMSON 


Easily recognizable by it's distinctive shape; it's sort of a wedge, with 
the coil poking out of the sharp end. 


I used one occasionally. A good, servicable unit. I found it overly heavy 
for one handed use (like the Millen). Dip was a bit sluggish, but clearly 
discernable. Not too bad on false dips, but they were definitely there. The 
shape was intended to let it be poked into tight spaces, but I found it to 
be an awkward handfull. 


Not seen too often around here, and when they are the price seems to me 
to be a bit out of line; $40 - $75. 


That's how I see it. Light up the pilots on your flamethrowers, and let's 
get down and boogie. ;-) 


73's, 


Tom, KITA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: af852@rgfn.epcc.Edu (William R Colbert) 

Subject: prm10 gdo 

Message-ID: <9512150251.AA28547@rgfn.epcc.Edu> 


Ref Tom's writing on the PRM10 grid dipper - f0Crom the discription, 
it is the military version of the Measurements Model 59 - a Jim Dandy 
tool - I made the mistake of giving mine away a few years ago - gave 
it to my local radio club for use in the screen room-repair room, so 
still available for use by more than just me. I will have to look 
for the PRM-10, will make a nice addition to the BA room. 


Ray, W5XE, El Paso af852@rgfn.epcc.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: SKIPPERM@MTC1.MID.TEC.SC.US 

Subject: R/E switch 

Message-ID: <951215080446.20401aa4@MTC1.MID.TEC.SC.US> 


This switch is used so that the mike can be used on radios with electronic 
switching between transmit and recieve, or radios that use relays to 
perform the swith from transmit to recieve. Hope this helps. 

Regards 

Skip 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu 

Subject: Re. 1 million watt TX 

Message-ID: <FCEH3448.FCEH3501@mail.admin.wisc.edu> 

to: boatanchors@theporch.com 

OK, I'll bite. 

There are three possibilities here. 

Is the output transistor REALLY the size of a B-52's hubcap? 


Is the PA stage REALLY built around 250,000 2N3055's ? 


More realistically, just how many low power amplifier modules are feeding that 
output combiner network anyway? 


Mr. T. 
From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 


From: "Gable, Edward M" <emg@rfpo2.rfc.comm.harris.com> 
Subject: RE: Re. 1 million watt TX 


Message-ID: <30D166CE@smtpgate.rfc.comm.harris.com> 


Hello Mr. T - welcome back. Actually #2 is close. The output 
modules use power supply switching transistors in Class D 

running very high efficiency. They are in small modules running 
a couple KW or so each - so there are lot's of ‘em. I'm sure 
Eimac is watching, but probably not too worried yet.... 

Happy Holidays, Ed 


From: boatanchors 

Subject: Re. 1 million watt TX 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 

Subject: RE: Re. 1 million watt TX 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9512151040.B24882-0100000@indy1> 


Hi! 


On Fri, 15 Dec 1995, Gable, Edward M wrote (in re the meagwatt sand rig): 
> I'm sure Eimac is watching, but probably not too worried yet.... 


Ed's being modest; I know the outfit of which he speaks, and one of the 
things at which they are very, very good is high-power solid-state RF. In 
broadcast apps, they have more experience than anyone. (The closest 
competitor didn't get into the game 'til FETs took over from bipolars in 
MF rigs, putting them some ten years behind). VOA is and has been 
concerned about tube life and replacement cost, so we can expect to see 
them retire their tube rigs as budget permits. (The commercials will 
come along a little little later; right now operating costs are lower for 
solid state but the rigs cost more initially. This will change). 


But back to tubes: Eimac has got other concerns at present, though; at 
last word, Varian had spun ‘em off. They're still around--after all, 
there's a lot of old iron still in service, and FM broadcast & some 
industial apps still prefer tubes for new gear--so it's not time to panic 
yet; but they're probably pretty busy. 


FWIW, when we broke a tube in our transmitter (shattered the ceramic!) 
and called Eimac to make sure it wasn't beryllium oxide, they laughed fit 
to fall over and replied that they buy the ceramic for air- and 
water-cooled power tubes from Coors...and it's the same stuff Coors 
fiters beer through! Safe as houses. Just look out for 
conduction-cooled tubes, which xdox use BeO. 


73, 


- -Bobbi 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: ken brookner <kenb@metronet.com> 

Subject: Reactor Rooms 

Message-ID: <ML-2.0.819040844.9124.kenb@qatrix.lonestar.org> 


VOA in Germany in the 50's/60's). His description of the transmitter 
were awsome. The modulator was a fairly good size room - one new 
engineer made the mistake of going in the room while the transmitter 
was on the air - messy... 

Ray, W5XE, El Paso, Tx af852@rgfn.epcc.edu 


VVVVV Vv 


Ray's story reminds me of baby-sitting an old Harris-Gates 50 KW AM'er back in 
the mid 70's. The modulation transformer, and others, were kept in a screened 
room which we all called "the reactor room." The door to it was interlocked, 
of course, but an engineer had hand lettered a colorful sign that hung on it 
that said "DANGER -- ETERNITY AHEAD." 


One of the spooky jobs there was to switch over the nitrogen bottles, which 
pressurized the transmission line. To get to them, one had to walk through a 
two foot wide hallway between the back of the Harris on one side and some 
grounded chicken-wire like shielding separating you from the reactor room on 
the other. We were out in the middle of a large field -- one day I was walking 
back to change one of the bottles when a rat took that opportunity to find 
eternity. Spooky place. 


The Harris was finally replaced with a new Continental which, evidently, had a 
defective transformer. It caught fire and burned the place to the ground one 
night. I still remember that sign, though. Wish I had it. 


73, 

Ken Brookner, n5lpi 
kenb@metronet.com 
kenb@qatrix.lonestar.org 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: "Gable, Edward M" <emg@rfpo2.rfc.comm.harris.com> 
Subject: RE: Reactor Rooms 

Message-ID: <30D1B119@smtpgate.rfc.comm.harris.com> 


<snip> 
1. an engineer had hand lettered a colorful sign that hung on it 
that said "DANGER -- ETERNITY AHEAD." 


2. The Harris was finally replaced with a new Continental which, evidently, 
had a 

defective transformer. It caught fire and burned the place to the ground 
one 

night. 

<snip> 

++t+tt+tt+++t+tt+++ 

1. Neat sign, I think I'll use that ! 

2. Well, gee, there's a lesson in there some place. Something about 


replacing 
Harris with Continental - but I would never stoop to that... 
Happy Holidays. Ed @ Rochester <emg@rfc.comm.harris.com> 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 

From: "ROBERT W DOWNS, WA5CAB" <103012.2130@compuserve.com> 
Subject: Re: Review, AN/PRM-10 dipper (BA##371) 

Message-ID: <951215145018_103012 .2130_GHU97-2@CompuServe. COM> 


Mike Linger, WA5MOE, had several AN/PRM-10's when I last saw him at Houston 
HAMCOM. Don't remember his asking price, but it was under $100.00. His 
telephone number is (409)693-1461, which is in College Station, TX (Central 
Standard Time). So far as I know, he isn't "online". I just hope that he 
doesn't accidentally sell the one that he's holding for me! Hopefully, I'll 
soon get a chance to compare it to my Millen. 


73, Robert, WA5CAB 
103012 .2130@compuserve.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: WB6ZWC@ns.net 

Subject: Rewind of Power Resistors 

Message-ID: <199512150116.RAA17303@eagle.ns.net> 


Hello Barry 


Go ahead and write the book on resistance wire and I will read it. 
Resistance wire and various thermocouple alloys are somewhat of a dark 
mystery. It seems that 

RF ammeters also use "thermocouple" wire to produce the tiny currents needed 
for the meter movement. 


Will you provide the telephone or address 
for OMEGA? 


Looks like the next step is to pull the 
two power resistors apart and measure the 
ohmage per foot of the wire. 


All I wanted in the first place is two 
7.5 k 160 watts power resistors. If anybody has them it would save a lot of 
trouble. (not the fuse type) 


Will the high metal content of the ceramic 
glaze be a problem. I think the metal oxides may lead to problems at three or 
four thousand volts. 


As for the connection between the resistance wire and the terminals I will 
have to use a strong mechanical connection 

with silver solder for the electrical 

connection. 


73's, Richard 
KKKKAKKKAKK KKK KKK KKKKEKKK KIA 


Richard wb6zwc@ns.net 
James ke6kyp 
Linda ke6lit 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: TEKOCH@aol.com 

Subject: SBE-34 variable loading capacitor 

Message-ID: <951215173150_55337809@emout04.mail.aol.com> 


Is anyone parting out a SBE-34 H.F. transeiver. The variable loading cap. on 
mine has been physically distroyed. It is about 1.5 x 1.5 inch with a shaft 
of approximately 1.5 in. 

It has approximately 15 plates on the stator/rotor. 


Thomas E. Koch W4U0C 
8170 Habersham Waters Road 
Dunwoody, GA 30350 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 

From: "ROBERT W DOWNS, WA5CAB" <103012.2130@compuserve.com> 
Subject: Silicon & Silicone 

Message-ID: <951215145014_ 103012 .2130_GHU97-1@CompuServe. COM> 


BA'ers 


Bah, Humbug! Perhaps a better subject line would have been "COMMON SPELLING 
ERRORS AND WHY TO AVOID THEM", ox "SAY WHAT YOU MEAN - DON'T LET YOUR FINDERS DO 
THE TALKING"... (pun intended). 


For the record, it wasn't my intent to "flame" anyone. I received about 15 or 
so responses, most with the sender's personal 'most-hated' mistakes mentioned, 
such as "mHz" (milliHertz?) and the mythical "DB-9" connector (Thar ain't no 
sich thing!). 


Also for the record, I didn't see Mr. Ornitz's posting or postings on silicone. 
Either I just missed them, or they were in the one in five or so Digests which 
never get to me. And I wouldn't have bothered him nor anyone else if he had 
accidentally mispelled silicone. His postings are generally among the clearest 
and most lucid on the net. Silicon and silicone were only common examples of 
cases where a very simple spelling error totally changes the meaning of the 
statement. Fortunately, it's an obvious error, and no one will ever order 
silicon diodes and receive silicone ones by mistake. Perhaps another of the 
interminable lawsuits against Dow-Corning had been mentioned on the news that 
night, and was lurking in the back of my mind. 


Probably I should have said "Silicon is A semiconductor" as there are several 
others. And I know that it's an element. However, what I did say was 
technically correct, and was only an example to illustrate a point. 


I started 'word processing’, if you could call it that, on Teletype(R) machines. 
All of them, whether tape or page, had some form of backspacing and correcting 
capability. I've never used one of the dumb terminals common to mainframes and 
Unix boxes, as I went from Commodore to CPM to MSDOS, but I was surprised to 
learn here that they all must lack any backspace capability. 


I also receive correspondence from foreign collectors. My only comment on their 
English is that it is infinitely better than my Arabic. Mah'lish (see). One 
thing that they all have in common, however, is a very careful attention to 
detail when it comes to writing down the equipment nomenclature. How would you 
like to send off hard cash for a C-114A Pilot's Control Box (AN/APX-2) and 
receive a C-114-A 88 mHy loading coil instead. Of course, the complete 
nomenclature, C-114A/APX-2, would be immune to misplaced hyphens and the like, 
but omission of the "/<set>" is fairly common among collectors. And before 
someone jumps in and says that it couldn't happen because everyone knows that 
the coil is only worth a few bucks, some people think that J-38 keys are worth a 
hundred bucks and BC-221's two hundred. For those of you who don't collect 
Military BA's, in all Signal Corps nomenclature except Technical Manuals and the 
SCR-274N, there is always a hyphen between the 'number' and the revision letter 
(if present). The 'N' in 'SCR-274N" stands for 'Navy", and is not a rev level 
indicator. In the AN system, there is NEVER a hyphen at this location. Navy 
nomenclature is somewhat inconsistent in this regard, but ‘no hyphen' is 
probably more common. The only reason that I'm on this net is the presence of 
fellow Military radio collectors, many of whom I knew eons before the net ever 


started. The examples above are real, and I've been seriously burned by similar 
errors. Also, the 'hyphen' comments don't apply to stock numbers and the like, 
only equipment nomenclature. 


One of the respondants confused rows and columns. 80 COLUMNS is a width 
standard for text based video monitors, cards, drivers, printers @ 10 pitch, 
etc., and has been for years. The 80 column printer standard is older than 
anyone on this net. 24 lines (rows) is one common video monitor standard, but 
there are others. Standards for graphics based systems are set primarily by 
the programmer, not the engineer (which I'm both of, incidentally). I'm quite 
certain that he knows all of this, but it's a good illustration of my real 
point. Type in haste; repent at leisure. Unfortunately, the 'repenting' often 
gets done by the guy/gal at the other end of the connection. Although 
apparently acceptable here, I don't do '‘snipping', so 80 column or 120 column 
lines haven't been a problem for me. Snip if you must, but reformat you may 
(have to). Actually, if I can find the right margin setting, and if its 
changeable, I'll change it. 


73, Robert Downs, WA5CAB 
103012 .2130@compuserve.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: aa4rm%amos.UUCP@mathcs.emory.edu (Marty) 

Subject: Smithsonian Mag. Surplus Article 

Message-ID: <9512152050.AA10495@amos.YP.mystnite> 


Well I'm caught up on BA mail & am surprised no one reported seeing 
the article in the 1/96 edition. 


It notes we spent more than the 1940 GNP 'modernizing' our forces - 
made it look like we saw it coming, huh? 


It notes this country's prod'n capability turned out 299000 aircraft 
from 1940-1945! It showed a foto of noseless P40s going on 15000 deep 
in ARK that were all crunched against each other tail up for surplus 
disposition. 


Stories of $20 Jeeps, Harleys, & Indians abound. A fella who's still 
in the surp. biz is pictured too. 


However, no electronics are mentioned - much less stories of mountains 

of things we built but never used (the HF ARC5s / SCR274Ns, etc - exception: 
the cobbled-in 4 chan. VHF T23s, etc. soldiered on after 1942... another 
story) 


So read it & you'll never look up ‘til the end. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: n6énae@ix.netcom.com (Richard Humphrey ) 

Subject: RE: SuperPro BFO injection mods 

Message-ID: <199512150546.VAA20066@1ix11.1ix.netcom. com> 


Bill asked about increasing the BFO injection in his superpro to make 
SSB reception better. 


Don't think that would solve all the problems. Amplifying the BFO 
would probably lead to leakage of the oscillator into the IF amp, 
causing receiver blocking. 


There's an article in the August 1970 QST that addresses this bug. The 
stock IF amp delivers 10x the BFO voltage, leading to lousy detection 
due to the simple diode detector. The article hacks out the 6AL5 diode 
and replaces it with a product detector. Hmmm, proceed at your own 
risk. 


Would be better to build an outboard product detector and crystal BFO. 
Use the IF out jack. Add a sync detector while you're at it for super 
AM! 

Richard 

n6énae 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 

From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin.aurora.edu> 

Subject: RE: SuperPro BFO injection mods 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.91.951215084156 .28871B-100000@admin. aurora. edu> 


On Thu, 14 Dec 1995, Richard Humphrey wrote: 


> Bill asked about increasing the BFO injection in his superpro to make 
> SSB reception better. 


I'm not sure which model Super Pro is being discussed here but for what it's 
worth, I have the SP600JX and have installed a product detector with great 
success. It's a pretty simple mod, really, and only requires rewiring one 
tube socket which does not affect any other modes. If you're interested in 
this mod, give me your mailing address. 


73 de Bob, K9EUI (broehrig@admin. aurora. edu) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: RE: SuperPro BFO injection mods 

Message-ID: <9512151634.AA22280@bock.ih.att.com> 


Has anyone ever built a synch detector from scratch? 

Meanwhile, if your rx has a non-standard (non 455 KC) IF, 

you can tune in your IF Out on a Sony ricebox SWL portable with 

synch detection and selectable sideband. Unforch, I'd rather not subject 
my clean BA signal to three mroe conversions and solly-state audio. 


A CV-157 comes pretty close to synch detection, with its motor-driven AFC 
(but not quite phase locking), plus option of exalted-carrier detection. 
That is, if your CV-157 is 100% working, as if. 73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: "James T Hanlon" <JTHANLO@sandia. gov> 
Subject: SX42 Dual Conversion 


A number of postings recently have speculated on whether the 
Hallicrafters SX42 (and it's SWL clone SX62) were dual conversion. 


I have both receivers and a manual for the SX42. Basically, the IF 
stages have dual transformers which are resonant at 455kc and at 10.7 
mc. On the 4 bands that cover from 540 ke to 30 mc (Hertz weren't 
invented yet in 1946), the receiver is a standard, single conversion 
superhet with a 455kc IF and conveniences like a bfo, crystal filter, 
and selectable IF bandwidth ala the SX28. On the two bands that cover 
from 27 to 110 mc, the receiver is a standard, single conversion 
superhet with a 10.7 mc IF and a selection of an FM discriminator 
detector or an AM detector, but with no crystal filter or bfo. The 
bfo works only at 455 kc, so it's switched into an S-meter "amplifier" 
for 10.7 mc duty. 


In summary, the SX42 is not a dual conversion receiver, but it does 
have two different IF frequencies, one at 455 kc. for use below 30 mc 
and a second at 10.7 mc for use from 27 to 110 mc. 


Now, is that perfectly clear? 

Jim, W8KGI 
From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 


Subject: Re: SX42 Dual Conversion 
Message-ID: <9512151656.AA22299@bock.ih.att.com> 


Good posting. Yes, it's clear -- almost all home AM/FM radios use the 
dual-tuned IFs. A few fancy hi-fi tuners used separate IF strips. 


One correction: the SX-42 BFO does also operate at 10.7, on the off chance that 
some aliens are operating CW or SSB up there. But as Jim implied, there are 

no selectivity options up there and it's broad as a barn door. 

Also the FM detection is strictly wideband for broadcast, tho you can copy 

the 47 MHz cordless phones. 


What really spiced up this discussion was someone's theory that on the SX-43, 
Bill Halligan's engineers took a time trip back to the '20s and "reflexed" 
the IF stages -- after the 10.7 MC singal went thru a couple stages, 

it was converted down to 455 KC and fed back to the front of the IF strip 
for another trip. That would give you mroe gain than you knew what to do 
with, but also all the selectivity you could handle (with one hand on 

the bandspread knob as that HFO drifted around the 6m band). 


This theory may be just a case of Halli's poop sheet mixing up the words 
"mixer" and "detector" and suckering Moore into repeating that in his tube 
lineup description; or it may be real. 


BTW it was common in the '20s battery radios to reflex a stage or two, 

so one tube did RF and audio, or RF plus IF, or whatever. You see old 
Crosleys with more RF and audio transformers than the tube count allows, 
and that's the trick. Bet some early ham rx did it too. 73, mike k w9nrxd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: jschwart@ix.netcom.com (John Schwartzberg) 
Subject: T/R Switching 

Message-ID: <199512151741.JAAQ4939@ix11.ix.netcom. com> 


Hey Gang - 


Maybe the group can suggest a solution to a little problem I'm having. I 
have essentially finished repairing and restoring the National NC-125 I've 
been working on. BTW, works pretty well now, considering it was never a 
great communications receiver! I also have a Heath Apache transmitter, 
which I have also just finished going through. My dilemma comes in muting 
the receiver in T/R switching. The NC-125 handles receiver/stanby switching 
by lifting the B+ center tap. However, it is slow to respond after 
switching, due presumably to a slow rate of capacitor discharge. Since my 
T/R relay kicks the antenna and the receiver mute contacts simultaneously 
when the transmitter is keyed, the receiver gets blasted with RF until the 
capacitors discharge. 


I see several approaches to solving this problem. 


@. Ensure the values of the bleeder resistor(s) in the receiver are proper 
- cannot recall what the configuration is off the top of my head, and don't 
have the schematic in front of me. 


1. Use a relay between the mic and the transmitter which keys the receiver 
contacts directly and inserts a small time delay in keying the transmitter. 


2. Assuming the component values in the receiver are as per the design and 
no components are faulty, add a bleeder resistor of sufficient value to 
discharge the condensers more rapidly. 


Any thoughts on this matter, or anything that I've missed? I'd be grateful 
for the input. 


John 
NOGII 
jschwart@ix.netcom.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu 

Subject: To those who wanted QSTs 

Message-ID: <FCEJ4121.FCEJ4132@mail.admin.wisc.edu> 


to: boatanchors@theporch.com 
Greetings. 
Pardon the bandwidth, but this is the quickest way to deal with my message. 


To all of those who are expecting QST magazines from me; please be patient. 
Boxing up all those requests is taking more time than I thought it would. I got 
a load of ‘em out on Tuesday (Conard, yours is there, and I sent a BIG box to 
an APO addressee; you know who you are). I'm processing the requests in the 
order received. It looks like I'll be able to fulfill EVERYONE'S choices, and 
STILL have a ton of ‘em left over! BTW, while all 3 sets of 1948 issues I had 
are gone, NOBODY asked for the 6 months or so of 1945s! I thought for sure they 
would be the first to go! 


73's, 


Tom, KITA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: lstolz@tekelec.com (Lynn Stolz) 


Subject: TRADE: 2nd Ed. Radio HB for 3rd Ed. Radio HB 
Message-ID: <9512152105.AA14570@london.oh.tekelec.com> 


I'm Looking to trade a second edition (1936) Radio Publications Handbook 
for a third Edition (1937) Radio Handbook. The 3rd edition has the 
title "Frank C Jones Radio Handbook". 


Anyone having a duplicate 3rd edition that needs a 2nd edition, I would 
like to hear from you. 


Lynn Stolz, N8AJ -- lstolz@tekelec.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: VLF Beacon On The Air 

Message-ID: <951214223952_71333.144_DHB30-1@CompuServe. COM> 


A friend of mine in Layton Utah has set up a 1 watt VLF beacon that you might 
want to listen for. It's on 183.5khz and broadcasts the letter Z at short 
intervals. The beaconer is Pete Smith, K7ZTM. If you pick up his beacon, you 
should QSL him at 62 W. 1880 North Street, Layton, Utah 84041. 


Pete is fun to talk with. He throws himself into big radio projects and 

is currently deep into VLF and seismic listening as well as radio astronomy 
and wweird but wonderful stuff like listening to the electrostatic discharge 
of flying bumblebees! 


Another neat aspect to his activities is that he is a big tube fan and a lot 
of his VLF gear glows in the dark. 


So check out his beacon and QSL him if you pick it up. He'd be tickled to hear 
from you! 


Thanks. 
Don, N3RHT 
71333 .144@compuserve.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu 

Subject: Winding power resistors 

Message-ID: <SA39+daMoka@hrlban10.alhra.af.mil> 


If a person were to wind their own non-inductive power resistor, which would 
be the preferred method? Wind the two wires physically parallel to each 


other, both starting from one end, with the foldback at the other end of the 
form... 

\ \ 

Me OO AR SS CARE | SST AS (side view shown) 


or start each wire at one end and wind symmetrically inward to place the 
foldover at the center of the form... 

\ / 

AP A eo ae oe oo 


or does it matter? 


73, John Martin 
jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 17:08:50 1995 
From: bill@texan.frco.com (William Hawkins) 

Subject: Re: Winding power resistors 

Message-ID: <9512151621.AA21671@texan.frco.com> 


Well, that's the second time I've seen the winding question, so here's 
a 'net answer (worth what you paid for it). The first method is called 
bifilar, where the turns involved in magnetic coupling lie adjacent to 
each other on the core. It provides the best coupling, so in this case 
it provides the best cancellation of the inductive effect. The second 
method is also non-inductive, but does have some leakage inductance. 
Sorry, I can't quantify "some". It does have superior high voltage 
capability, though. 


[This reply was carefully checked for spelling, if not for content. 
I did look up "bifilar", though. There's no attribution, as is the 
custom here (either none, or "someone said") .] 


Bill Hawkins 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: af852@rgfn.epcc.Edu (William R Colbert) 

Subject: WLW 

Message-ID: <9512150257.AA29478@rgfn.epcc.Edu> 


I used to know one of the engineers of the old WLW station, when it 
was operating at the 500KW level. (Bill Symons - DJOBS, worked for 
VOA in Germany in the 50's/60's). His description of the transmitter 
were awsome. The modulator was a fairly good size room - one new 
engineer made the mistake of going in the room while the transmitter 


was on the air - messy. As I recall, Bill said after some other 

near accidents, and other problems, the power was reduced back to the 
50 kw level and the super high power sections were dismantled. 

Ray, W5XE, El Paso, Tx af852@rgfn.epcc.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Dec 15 09:07:20 1995 
From: "William C. Robbins" <billrobb@serv01.net-link.net> 
Subject: WTB: Heath manual 

Message-ID: <199512150022.TAAQ8089@servO1.net-link.net> 


I am in desperate need of a manual for a Heath MR-21A Direction Finder 
Marine Radio. Please e-mail if you have one and I can get a copy..... PLEASE> 


Bill. 


